
      RUFFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 20th January 2025 at 7pm at St. Mary’s Church Hall, Rufford
Present: Cllrs.Gordon (Chairperson), Newsham, Pickavance Pryke, Rear
Borough Cllr. Paul Hesketh
Clerk, Kevin EW Newsham 

There were six members  of the public.
1591/25    To receive apologies

Cllr Taylor

LCC Cllr. Eddie Pope

1592/25   To consider and approve the minutes of the Meeting held on 
16th September 2024 and 21st October 2024 2024
It was resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 16th September 2024 and 21st October 2024 should be approved and signed by the Chairperson as a correct record.
1593/25        To receive Declaration of Interest
NONE
1594/25     To adjourn the meeting for a period of public discussion.
Dog mess being left on Brick Kiln Lane. Could a dog bin be provided by WLBC?

Public concerned about speeding on Holmeswood Road.

The council noted the information.

1594/25To consider planning applications as below:

2024/1030/FUL The Grove, Holmeswood Road, Rufford

Single storey extension

It was resolved the council supported this application.

2024/1082/LBC  Hesketh Arms, 81, Liverpool Road, Rufford

Remodelling of the ground floor and external decorating.

It was resolved the council supported this application.

Ongoing planning appeals.
NONE

Ongoing planning

NONE

Planning decision granted
2024/0879/LDP   The Garth, Sandy Lane, Holmeswood

Certificate of lawfulness: Conversion of an existing integral garage to a bedroom. Alteration to rear elevation kitchen windows.

2024/0881  263, Liverpool Road, Rufford

Demolish existing conservatory and build new conservatory to rear and side

2024/0876/FUL Woodlands, Sandy Lane, Holmeswood

Tow storey side extension.

2024/0414/FUL  Lancashire Wildlife Trust Mere Sands Wood

Extension to overflow car park, erection of agricultural building,installation of log burner stove and pergola in café, replacement sewerage plant, mud kitchen,bat roost,installation of fence to yard area.

Planning decisions refused.

NONE

Prior approval planning

2024/1052/PNP  Tootle House Farm, Tootle Lane, Rufford
Agricultural building
1595/25 To authorise payments of the following accounts:
022806  P Brookfield  park maintenance etc.                                                 £306.72

022807  Massam salt-rock for roads                                                               £ 84.00

022808  CJ Pennington  grass cutting Sept/24                                               £909.60

022809  K Newsham Clerk’s salary and admin                                             £686.68

022810  WLBC election charges                                                                     £434.40

022811  Rufford PCC Hire of church hall Sept/Oct/Nov 2024                       £30.00

022812  Rufford Pharmacy defib parts                                                            £383.04

022813  Yates Playgrounds  ROSPA inspection playgrounds 2024               £132.00

022814  KC Computers -ink  June 2024                                                          £38.39

022815  KC Computers  ink   October 2024                                                    £43.98

022816  KC Computers  - ink Sept 2024                                                          £18.99

022817  LALC yearly member ship 2024/25                                                  £444.22

022818  K Newsham Clerk’s salary and admin                                               £679.00

022819  P Brookfield  park maintenance etc.                                                   £309.32

022820  CJ Pennington grass cutting  Oct/2024                                               £514.80

022821  WLBC trade waste Rufford/Holmeswood village halls                      £368.00

It was resolved that the above mentioned payments should be approved.
1596/25 Discuss date for Finance Meeting precept 2025/26

It was resolved by the council for the finance meeting to discuss and set the precept for 2025/26 for Monday 27th January 2025 7 pm St Mary’s Church Hall, Rufford. No public or press will be allowed to attend.

1597/25 Flood Risk
River Douglas – Clerk to report on flooding.

Clerk read out email from Chris Hewitt, E.A. asset performance officer stating flooding incident 1/1/2025 River Douglas:

1. LCC asset management have inspected the bridge and are happy with the overall condition.
2. Regards overlapping of the River Douglas, currently investigations are being done.
3. E.A. have applied for funding to clear sectors underneath the arches.
The council noted the information.

1598/25    Highways
West   -  Holmeswood Road 

Cllr Pryke informed the council MP Patrick Hurley has started a speeding petition or Holmeswood Road. The link can be found on the Parish Council website; the Parish Council are pushing for average speed cameras.

The council noted the information.

East – Discuss speeding HGVs A59- Parbold
Parish Council to contact Hilldale Parish Council to discuss restricting HGVs on Meadow Lane.
The council noted the information.

1599/25 Public footpaths
NONE

1600/25  Village Halls
 Rufford

NONE

Holmeswood
NONE
1601/25 Reports from meetings on outside bodies by Clerk and councillors

NONE

1602/25 Village Society/Friends of Rufford Station
NONE

1603/25 To note and approve the clerk’s report.
Canal and River Trust information.

Clerk to invite the team for a talk and arrange dates.

The council noted the information.
1604/25   To note police information

Lancashire Police Wildlife and Heritage Crime Team.
Clerk to invite the team for a talk and arrange dates.
1605/25      To note the date of the next meeting of the Parish Council Meeting is scheduled for 17th March 2025
It is noted that the date of the next meeting as being 17th March 2025
Chairperson closed the meeting  at  8.17 pm
_______________________
Chairperson’s signature and date

